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but doubt it. However, if it should be proved on him, he is no longer a brother of mine ~ I disclaim kindred with him: for the man who can break the laws of hospitality, and attempt the wife of his friend, deserves to be branded as the pest of society.
Sir Pet. What a difference there is between you! What noble sentiments!
Jos. Surf. Yet, I cannot suspect Lady Teazle's honour.
Sir Pet. I am sure I wish to think well of her, and to remove all ground of quarrel between us. She has lately reproached me more than once with having made no settlement on her; and, in our last quarrel, she almost hinted that she should not break her .heart if I was dead. Now, as we seem to differ in our ideas of expense, I have resolved she shall have her own way, and be her own mistress in that respect for the future; and, if I were to die, she will find I have not been inattentive to her interest while living. Here, my friend, are the drafts of two deeds, which I wish to have your opinion on. - By one, she will enjoy eight hundred a year independent while I live; and, by the other, the bulk of my fortune at my death.
Jos. Surf. This conduct, Sir Peter, is indeed truly generous. - I wish it may not corrupt my pupil. [Aside.
Sir Pet. Yes, I am determined she shall have no cause to complain, though I would not have her acquainted with the latter instance of my affection yet awhile.
Jos. Surf. Nor I, if I could help it.                         [Aside.
Sir Pet. And now, my dear friend, if you please, we will talk over the situation of your hopes with Maria.
Jos. Surf. Oh, no. Sir Peter; another time, if you please.
Sir Pet. I am sensibly chagrined at the little progress you seem to make in her affections.
Jos. Surf. I beg you will not mention it. What are my disappointments when your happiness is in debate! -[Sojtly] 'Sdeath, I shall be ruined every way! [Aside.
Sir Pet. And though you are averse to my acquainting